
Canadian
Newsletter

In June 1970, York Bench Rest Shooters re-
ceived an invitation from Mike Walker, Inter-
national Bench Rest Shooters (IBS) to participate
in a postal match with IBS of New York and Sport-
ing Shooters Association of Australia (SSAA) of
Brisbane, Australia. Inquiries were made regard-
ing the interest in bench rest shooting in Canada
and a postal shoot 'was held ending April 30, 1971.

This shoot was held at controlled
time limits and 100 yard range.
Seventy-five class entries were re-
ceived and fifty sets of targets were
returned for measurement. Class
winners were: Experimental, Eric
Dirks 0.3426; Bench Rest, Corney
Dirks 0.3572; Heavy Varmint, Char-
lie Womack 0.3636; Light Varmint,
Al Mirdoch 0.6636; Sporter, Al Mir-
doch 0.8290; Hunter, George Wach-
mann disqualified, the only entry;
Rimfire, William Elliott 1.0206.

In the meantime, the IBS Winter
meeting was attended on January

8th, 1971, and an invitation was re-
ceived from the Shooting Federation
of Canada (SFC) to discuss bench
rest shooting with them. Bob Hart
and Emory Tooly of IBS accompa-
nied the writer to a meeting of SFC
January l2th, 1977. Further dis-
cussions ensued with SFC on Janu-
ary 20th and on March 21st,1971, at
the SFC annual meeting, Bench Rest
shooting was recognized as a Com-
mittee of SFC.

Plans were laid for registered
tournaments to be held in Ontario
and Alberta July 17th and 18th with

the simultaneous holding of a postal
shoot across Canada on the same
two days.

The Ontario registered tournament
was held at Stittsville Shooting
Ranges, near Ottawa, on July 17th
and 18th . We were joined by a group
of 14 IBS shooters and were assisted
by a full complement of IBS officials
in the conduct of our first registered
bench rest tournament. We learned
a lot and thank IBS members for
their active help.

In summary, results were as fol-
lows: IBS Trophy for Heavy Varmint
classification, Emory Tooly 0.5305;
Experimental five-shot, Gord Hanna
0.9462; Bench Rest five-shot, Al La-
franchise 0.7327; Heavy Varmint, Bob
Watson 0.7106; Light Varmint, Ian
Wachmann 0.7618; Sporter, Jack De-
schutter disqualified - only shooter;
Hunter, BiIl Dobson 1.6853; 100 yards
Aggregate, Bob Watson 0.6910; 200
yards Aggregate, George Wachmann
0.6357 minute of angle; Overall Ca-
nadian Shooter Aggregate, Bob Wat-
son 0.7106.

The Alberta registered tournament
was held by Namaka Bench Rest
Club at their Strathmore, Alberta
range near Calgary. This registered
tournament was also attended by a

number of British Columbia bench
rest shooters. Reports from shooters
indicate this was a very successful
event.

Results in summary were as fol-
lows: Experimental, Eric Dirks
0.6485; Bench Rest, Eric Dirks 0.6287;
Heavy Varmint, Terry McCracken
0.4324; Light Varmint, Terry Mc-
Cracken 0.5980; Sporter, Terry Mc-
Cracken 0.6762; Hunter, Terry Mc-
Cracken 0.6354; 100 yards five-shot
smallest group, Terry McCracken
0.207;100 yards ten-shot smallest
group, E. Giesbrecht 0.324;200 yards
5-shot smallest group, Al Mirdoch
0.2735; 200 yards 10-shot smallest
group, Eric Dirks 0.4645; Bench Rest
and Experimental Aggregate, Eric
Dirks 0.6386; Heavy Yarmint, Light
Yarmint & Sporter Aggregate, Terry
McCracken 0.5689; High points, total
of all classes, Terry McCracken 40
points.

Five shooters entered the postal
shoot, held July 17th and 18th, but
only one returned his targets. Bill
Waldron won the postal shoot tro-
phy in Experimental class with an
aggregate of 0.9453. In addition a
registered tournament was held by
the Namaka Bench Rest Club at
Strathmore, on October 17th, but no
results are presently available.
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Several Canadian shooters partici-
pated in IBS registered tournaments
during 1971.

During the year, considerable
correspondence was exchanged with
IBS and SSAA regarding the postal
tournament between U.S.A,, Aus-
tralia and Canada. At discussions in
Stittsville on August 14th, it was de-
cided to enter a Canadian team for
this event. The team to consist of
the five best shooters in Light Var-
mint and Heavy Varmint classifi-
cations with scores based on the
Stittsville, Ontario and Strathmore,
Alberta registered tournaments of
July 17th and 18th; the IBS regis-
tered tournament held at Council
Cup ranges on August 10th to 13th,
and the IBS registered tournament
held at Council Cup ranges on Sep-
tember 4th and 5th.

The results of the postal tourna-
ment between U.S.A., Australia and
Canada, together with the equipment
used, are being reported in Precision
Shooting. U.S.A. was first; Light
Varmint 0.3935 and Heavy Varmint
0.3906. Australia was second with
Light Varmint 0.5845 and Heavy Yar-
mint 0.5502. Canada came in last
with Light Yarmint 0.6745 and Heavy
Varmint 0.6469. Scores of Canadian
shooters in Heavy Varmint classifi-
cation were Terry McCracken 0.4324;
Mrs. Evelyn Leffingwell 0.6402;
George Wachmann 0.6976; Bob Wat-
son 0.7106; Jack Neufeld 0.7535. In
Light Varmint classification, Ian
Wachmann (my 14 - year - old son)
0.5661 ; Terry McCracken 0.5980; Al
King 0.6958; Al Mirdoch 0.7252; Bob
Watson 0.7872.

In addition to the above competi-
tive events we instituted in 1971 a
Canadian Records Program which is
based on scores recorded by Ca-
nadian shooters at Canadian and IBS
registered tournaments. The results
are not official until they are of-
f icially measured by our Records
Committee but the writer compiled
the following unofficial standing last
September:

100 yards (Smallest Group) :

EX, A. Mirdoch ----------- .408
BR, E. Giesbrecht --------- .324
HV, T. McCracken -------- .207
LV, G. Wachmann -------- .230
Sp, T. Bulman ---------- -- .467
H, D. McCracken --------- .340

100 yards Aggregate:
EX, E. Dirks -----*------ .5046
BR, E. Giesbrecht -----__- .4530
HV, T. McCracken ------- .3778
LV, L Wachmann ------ -- .4576

. Sp, T.McCracken -------- .6842
H, T. McCracken -------- .5290

PRECISION SHOOTING MARCH'72

200 vards (Smallest Group):
EX, E, Dirks ------------- .929
BIt, E. Dirks ------ ----- -- .974
HV, A. ]Iirdoch --------,-- .5,16

LY, G. \\'achmann -------- .630
Sp, 'I. NlcCracken ------- -.7.052
H, D. ),IcCraclien ------ ---1.077

200 vards Aggregate:
EX, H. Gouett ______-____ .749t'
IlR, Il. Dirks ----- ------ .7454
HV, T. llcCracken ------- .4870
LY, T. McCrtrcken ------- .5854
Sp, 'I. I,IcCracken -------- .6683
H, T. l,IcCr:rcken -----, -- .7479

Grand Aggregate:
EX, E. Dirks ------------ .6485
HV, T. McCracken -----.- .4324
Sp, T. McCracken -------- .6762
BR, B. Dirks ------------ .6287
LV, I. Wachmann -------- .5661
H, T. McCracken -------- .6354

Several of these records have been
reported to have been broken during
subsequent tournaments in 1971.

The foregoing covers competitive
events which have been held during
7977. The writer would like to ex-
press his appreciation to the organ-
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Freeland Sling Keeper,
a fine necessity -- 1.5O

FRI]ELAND CEDARWOOD DEWAR
BLOCK __--- 3.60

21" Scope stand extension 5.00
FREELAND AF-55 CANVAS

RIFLE/Scope Case ,16-52" ----- 22.50
FREELAND AF.55L LEATHER

RII,'LElScope Case,16-52" ----- 39.00
FREELAND TUBE REAR TARGET

SIGHT, vely fine *------------ 50.00
(Adaptor btrse for Tube rear
if needed S.1.50)

SUPERTARGETSPOT SPOTTING
SOOPE 15 up to 25X ,--------1'15.00

STANDARD LOADING DIES.
give Cal. -13.50 or 15.00

Lee Loader. state caliber or Ga.,
NOil' 'l 0 Ga. -,-----,- 9.95

RCBS POWDER SC-\LE -__, _____ 19.95
Forster-Appelt Power Case trimmer 12,50
OLYMPIC REAR SIGHT, less base -- 26.95
Redfield International SB front sight 19.95
7O]{ 11202 Tan or S209 Khaki

Ilifle Coats ------ 26.00
19" Olive or Green KIT STOOL

rv/pockets ------ I 2.00
B&L Gray or Green SHOOTING

GLASSES ______- 25.00
\VEAVER "QWII{ POINT" for lifle

or shotslun ------ 39,95
WEAVER popular D-.1 .1X Scope

w/'f ip-off or N 1\{t. ----------- 10.95
SBR-'I STD. BENCH REST STAND

rv/sanrl bags -------- ____-_- 23.50
SUPBR SUPREME BENCH REST

STAND rv/sand bags - ._,-._ -__- 33.00
f 110X longer BENCH RES'i rc!.ll\V 10.00

BOCK ISLAND, ILL. 6120I

hrd'k
mR. CATRO
#2 Supromc

NEW BSA 
..ISU" 

RIFLE
,22 C.sl. less sights & boses $225.00

Right or left hond
FSA fore-end stop, mention rifle ---$ 5.?5
tfSB JUMBO fore-end stoD w/QD

swivel & Stucl. mention gun ---- 9.50
918.1 Deluxe Cuff .t QD Hook,

give arm cilcuntference RH ____- 8.40
#]86 MIDCENTURY CUF}.'

COMBINATION R ol L hand -___ 12.00
#6100-A 'l %" Sling,'Cuff Set ,--- 16.20
Hard Leather Stand.Scope Case,__ 2?.00
KNOBLOCK Rifle or Pistol Shooting

frame ------ ___ 19.50
#1 STANDARD ..]1R CAIRO"

Palm Rest ------ 21.50
#2 SUPREME '']IR CAIRO"

Palm Rest, versarile & comfor.table 42.00
#61 INTERNATION-{L BUTT

PLATE ASSEIIBLY complete --- 47.5O
Spotting Scope Ca,.e, mention scope 6.2-o
FREI:LAND Cen:e. Fire cleaning

rod guide 6.50
FREELAND "AR fine shooting

mat iO" long --------*------- 31.00
MARI( TIXIE Pistol Timer 9.95
l,'REEI,-{ND A.{T .\LL ANGLE

TRIPOD, Gra:' ol Green ------- - 22.'i 5
FREELAND OB BIPOD, Gray or

Green, saddle or lug ---------- 24.'i5
FREEI,AND REG.\I, TRIPOD, GTAY

or Green 1r,/12" e\tension ------ 26.?5

3737 l4th Ave.

ALL GUNS, RELOADTNG.NEEDS, HUNTTNG & TARGET & SPOTTTi€C SGOPES,
SCORE BOOKs, DIOPTERS, ETC. WRTTE US

Prices and Descriptions suhject to change without notice
ADD FOR DELIYERY, PLEASE

FREELAND PAMPHLET Free-Send 91.00 lor Generol Cotologue

TREEIAilID'S SGOPE STANDS, rNC.
AI Freelcnd, Nctionclly Known Rillemqn
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izers and officials who have run the
events with particular thanks to Clint
Benedict at Stittsville and Teruy Mc-
Cracken at Strathmore.

Bob Watson has assisted with the
measurement of the postal shoot
targets and has introduced manY
new shooters to bench rest shooters.
George Gillespie has handle.d the
newspaper coverage for the Stitts-
ville tournament. Terry McCracken
has formed a Canadian records com-
mittee consisting of himself, Corney
Dirks and Al Mirdoch. The writer
has provided the remaining effort
and finances to get bench rest shoot-
ing started in Canada.

The program for 1972 is changing
from a promotion of bench rest
events to one of keePing You more
fully informed of activities, publi-
cation of results after every shoot,
supervision of registered tourna-
ments, sxpansion of the records pro-
gram to include Canada in inter-
national records, participation in the
postal match with U.S.A. and Aus-
tralia, arranging interchangeability
between SFC and IBS membershiP
and continuation of the policy of re-
quiring SFC membership at all our
registered tournaments. In fact we
are responding to the need of being
the governing body for Canadian
bench rest shooting,

For 1972 the present Practice of
SFC is that they pay grants towards
traveling expenses for selected shoot-
ers wishing to attend national tour-
naments. We have a national
championship event at Stittsville on
June 24th and 25th and will see if
this gains recognition.

Considerable thought has been
given to the relationshiP between
bench rest shooters and SFC and the
conclusion is that we will give it
another try for 7972 and, at the end
of that year we will take a vote to
see if we continue this way or do

it on our orn,n, Please bear rvith it
for another year and lct us have an

open mincl.
In the meantime, rve are going to

continue to publish our Nervsletter
at intervals rvhen regulations are re-
quired to be circulatetl and results
for events are at hand. PresentlY
the publication of the Nes'sletter
represcnls a very large expense be-
cause our mailing list exceetls 400

copies, but this lviIl be self -regu-
lating since numbers u'ill be recluced
at the next publication to onll' those
rvho are interested in bench rest
shooting and have sent in their .q5.00.

You r,vill see that u'e have taken
on a distinctive appearance b1'adopt-
ing the maple leave above bench rest
shooters as our official crest. Serv-
on crests are available, cost .<3.00,

and consist of red embroider-v on a

rn'hite background. The full size

crcst is reproducerl on the Registered
Tournament Regulations for Stitts-
ville. 'Ihis crest *'ill appear on the
Nervsletter, our stationery and stand-
ard forms. It is unrnistakabll' Ca-

nadian.
Our policy for the first registered

tournament at Stittsville rvas that
U.S. shooters v'oulcl shoot amongst
themselves and Canadian shooters
u,ould have separate trophies. This
rvas done so that Canadian sltooters
rvoulcl not be frightened arval- from
bench rest tournaments. \\'e feel
that rve have advanced sufficientll'
that this procedure I'ill no longer be

necessar,v in 1972 and therefore IBS
and SFC shooters rvill coniPete on

an equal footing in Canatla and the
States. So practice up if 1'olt s'ant
to comc home rvith troPhies. \\'e
think this x,ill encourage stiffer
competition ancl rvill improve our
shoN'ing for the internationai postal
match.

At the IBS annual meeting Canatla
\vas requested to arrange an inter-

national championshiP at 200 and
300 yards. In the States there is no
300 yard bench rest range and a
great deal of interest was displayed
by IBS members for such an event.
At the meeting the writer collected
23 names, or nearly one-half of the
active shooters present at this meet-
ing. When one considers that in
1971, IBS had 931 members, watch
out ! This may develoP into a verY
important event. This event will
introduce 300 yard records and will
doubtless be well attended. We are
looking forward to being the hosts'

George Wachmann
1109 Morrison Heights Drive
Oakville, Ontario
Tel: 845-0818 (Home)
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FIBST 1972 CANADIAN BRS
BEGISTERED TOUBNAMENT

Stittsville Shooting Rcnges
Stittsville, Ontario

Aptil 22 ar^d' 23' 1972

Five-shot matches at 100 and 200

yards for HeavY Varmint and Light
Varmint classes. 100 yards on Satur-
day and 200 yards on Sunday.

Registration will be at the Club
House located at the Range starting
at 8:00 a.m. Saturday. First relay
starts at 9:00 a.m.

Registration - $5.00 per shooter'
Range fee 

- $7.50 per class'

Trophies will be awarded to 1st,
2nd and 3rd Heavy Varmint class;
1st, 2nd and 3rd Light Yarmint class;
1st 100 yards; 1st 200 yards.

Any SFC or IBS member may com-
pete. SFC membership can be Pur-
chased at the Range for S5.00.

The range is equipped with fifteen
benches and is about 20 miles south-
west of Ottawa. Signs will be erect-
ed for this tournament.

Meals will be served at the Club
House.

A trailer park is at the range, fee

92.00 per day. No electricity is avail-
able. Water can be obtained at the
Club House.

Contact: Clint Benedict, R.R. #1,
Stittsville, Ontario, Phone: 613-836-
3871.

_NOTICE_

IBS hcs ollicial mcster weiEhts fot
scle. They moy be purchosed bY
ony IBS Clubs. Eoch set will give
weight combinotions lrom Hunter
Clqss thru Vqrmint Closses. R. W.
Hort, 332 Montgomery St., Nescopeck,
Pq. hqs them ot $18.00 per set-FOB
Nescopeck, Pc.
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RIFLE REST
t3rl.50
PREPAID

Btack baked enamel - wrinkle finish
No tools required - easy hand adjustments
Cast iron and steel construction for maximum

stability
Precision rolled threads
Chrome plated hardware - hardened pointed

leveling screws
Nol-rotating and eontoured nest to prevent

sand bag from moving
Fully-adjustable fore-end s1"op - 6!2"

horizontal - 3" vertical
Total weight 11 pounds, 8 ounces

WICHITA ENGINEERING & SUPPIY, II{C.
P. O. Box Il37l. Wichito, Konsqs 572O2

THE WICHITA PRECISION RIFLE
BENCH REST SHOOTERS THE

WICHITA

ALSO
Precision Unrestricted
Front & Rear Rifle Rest
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